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N Editorial

T hemain method for changing one’ssituationisto changefrom Shirk to Iman

andfromsinto righteousness. A quick and brief ook at lifearound uswill

show that many Muslimsare suffering fromtrialsand calamities. Onthis,
Allahhassaid, what translated means, € Evil hasappeared on land and sea
because of what the hands of men haveearned (by oppression and evil deeds,
etc.), that Allah may makethem taste a part of that which they havedone, in
order that they may return (by repentingtoAllah).3[30:41]. Thismeansthat evil
and destruction has spread and spoiled thelives of people because of what their
hands have committed of Shirk and sin, and Allahinflicts peoplewith apunishment
similartotheir sins. Thisisacauseanddriving forcefor theslavetoreevaluatehis
lifeand deedsand to repent toAllah and obey Him. If hedoesthisand correctshis
belief and behavior, then Allah will lift up the punishment and hardshipsheis
suffering from and will replacethem with bountiesand rewards. For thisreason, it
isalwaysstated that the reward of thosewho sincerely believein Allahishappiness
inthislifeand asointheLifeAfter.

Thefirst and foremost matter that changesthe situation and reality of the
slavesisworshipping Allah alonewith sincerity and abandoning all actsof Kufr and
Shirk and anything that may lead tothem. Belief inAllahand worshipping Himisin
itself ablessing and bounty not matched by any other bounty, especialy ifitis
associated with good deeds. Allah said, what translated means, ¢Allah hasprom-
ised those among you who believe, and do righteous good deeds, that He will
certainly grant them succession to (the present rulers) in theearth, asHegranted
it to those beforethem, and that He will grant them the authority to practicetheir
religion, that which Hehaschosen for them (i.e. Islam). And Hewill surely give
themin exchangea safesecurity after their fear (provided) they (believers)
wor ship Meand do not associate anything with Me. But whoever disbelieved
after this, they arethe Fasiqun (rebellious, disobedient to Allah).3 [24:55].

Thispromisethat Allah made had been fulfilled for the Prophet, Salla
AllahuAlayhi Wasallam, and for hiscompanions, may Allah be pleased with them
al. Thispromisewill continueto befulfilled for all Muslim generationsthat have
correct belief inAllah and worship Himwith sincerity, until the Last Hour com-
mences. When Mudlimsfulfill their part, Allahwill fulfill Hispromiseto them.

Therefore, establishing Taw’ hid, associated with performing good deeds,
will changethereality Muslimsliveintoday and will bring about Allah’sbounties
andblessings. ThisisAllah'spromisefor Hisbelieving righteousslaves, and all
Muslimsarecalled uponto heed thiscall and observeitsimplications. Every
Muslim should go back to Allah and repent to Him, for Heisthe only Onewho can
lift up thecalamitiesand difficulties peopleareinflicted With.i



he Sunnah of the Messenger of
I Allah, Salla Allahu Alayhi
Wasallam, had described

Paradise in such detail, that which
makes the believer’s heart look
forward and feel eagernessto acquir-
ing it. Abu Hurayrah narrated that
the Messenger of Allah said, what
translated means, “ The first group of
people who will enter Paradise will
be glittering like the full moon, and
those who will follow them will
glitter like the most brilliant star in
the sky. They will neither urinate,
nor relieve nature, nor spit, nor have
any nasal secretions. Their combs
will be of gold, and their sweat will
smell like musk. The aloes-wood will
be used in their centers. Their wives
will be Houris. All of them will look
alike and will resemble their father
Adam (in statute), sixty cubitstall.”
[Al-Bukhari & Muslim].

Further, Anas bin Malik
narrated, “ The Messenger of Allah
said, ‘A Raw’ hah (going out in the
morning) or a Ghadwah (going out in
the afternoon) in the sake of Allah is
better than the Dunya (the life of this
world) and all that which isin it. The
space taken by the bow or whip of
one of you in Paradise is also better
than the Dunya and all that isin it.
And if a woman from the people of
Paradise gazes at the people of the
earth, she will lighten up what is
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Paradise

In the Sunnah

between them (the heavens and earth),
and will fill them with (good) scent.
Also, her scarf on her head is better
than the Dunya and all that isin it.””
[Al-Bukhari]. Also, Mu’awiyah ibn
‘Haydah narrated that the Messenger
of Allah said, what translated means,
“In Paradise, there are a sea of
water, a sea of honey, a sea of milk
and a sea of wine, wheretherivers
(of Paradise) flow from them (from
these seas).” [Sahih Al-Jami’].

Furthermore, Abu Malik Al-
Ash’ari narrated that the Prophet said,
“There areroomsin Paradise which
their outside can be seen from the
inside, and the inside from outside.
Allah has prepared them for he who
feeds the food (to the needy and the
poor), softens his speech (heis not
harsh or utters foul speech), fasts
frequently and prays (voluntary

Then the northern wind blows and
throws in their faces and clothes
(more beauty and adornments), so
they become even more handsome.
When they return to their families,
they will have become even more
handsome. Their families will say to
them, ‘By Allah! You have indeed
became even more handsome and
beautiful.”” [Muslim].

All these joys and traits that
are mentioned in the Quran and
Sunnah resembl e the joys of thislife,
but only in name. Allah has given
them the same names so that we
understand and comprehend what
these names mean as compared to
what we havein thislife. Asfor the
true reality of these joys, they can
only be explained by Allah. We ask
Allah that He grants us Paradise and
that He guides us to perform all types

prayer) at

night while Allah has given them the same names so

people are that we understand and comprehend what

asleep.”

[Sahih Al- these names mean as compared to what

Jami']. we havein thislife. Asfor the true real-
' ity of these joys, they can only be ex-

_ While  plained by Allah.
describing the

marketplaces of Paradise, Anas
narrated that the Messenger of Allah
said, what translated means, “ Thereis
a marketplace in Paradise that they
(the believers) attend every Friday.

of good deeds that will lead and direct
usto being entered into it. Weaso
ask Him to bestow His Mercy and
Kindness on us, so that we acquire it
and its eternal joys. [Jji
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HYPOCFites

The Munafigh, meaning the
hypocrite, isthe person who
concealsKufr while showing
Iman. Imam An-Nawawi said, “He
who announces | slam outwardly, while
disbelieving initin hisheart, isthe
hypocritewhoisstill adisbeliever,
according to the consensus of the
Ummah.” [Shar’h Muslim]. Also, ibn
Kathir said, “ An-Nifagh (hypocrisy)
entailsshowing righteousnessand
concealing evil, and it comesintwo
forms: Nifagh regarding thefaith,
which leadsits peopleto eternal
dwellingin Hellfire, and practical
Nifagh, whichisamajor sin.”

Amongthepractical aspectsof
Nifaghiswhat the Messenger had
mentioned once, “Whoever hasthe
following four characteristicswill be
apurehypocrite, and whoever has
one of them will have one character-
istic of hypocrisy, unless and until he
givesit up: Whenever heis entrusted,
he betrays; whenever he speaks, he
tellsalie; whenever he makes a
covenant, he proves treacherous; and
whenever he quarrels, he behavesin
a very imprudent, evil and insulting
manner.” [Al-Bukhari & Muslim].

Allahhasexposedthepractical
signsand aspectsof Nifaghinthe
Quran and by thetongue of HisMes-
senger. Hesaid, what translated means,
€And when itissaid to them, “ Make

not mischief on theearth,” they say,
“Weareonly peacemakers.” Verily!
They arethe oneswho make mischief,
but they perceive not.3 [2:11-12], and,
4Giveto the hypocritesthetidings
that thereisfor them a painful
torment. Thosewho take disbelievers
for Awliyaa’ (protectorsor helpersor
friends) instead of believers, do they
seek honor, power and glory with
them? Verily, then to Allah belongs all
honor, power and glory.¢ [4:138-139].
Thelast Ayahindicatesthat the hypo-
critesgivetheir loyalty to the disbeliev-

from one another, they enjoin (on the
people) Al-Munkar (disbelief and
polytheism of all kindsand all that
Islam has forbidden), and forbid
(people) from Al-Ma’ ruf (Islamic
Monotheism and all that Islam orders
oneto do), and they close their hands
[fromgiving (spendinginAllah’s
Cause) ams, etc.]. They have forgot-
ten Allah, so He has forgotten them.
Verily, the hypocrites are the Fasiqun
(rebellious, disobedient toAllah).$
[9:67], and, €¢And of them are some
who made a covenant with Allah

ers, al the

whileconceal - “An-Nifagh (hypocrisy) entails showing
ingenmity righteousness and concealing evil, and it
?gv?/:r?jtgtegem comesin two forms: Nifagh regarding the
' faith, which leadsits peopleto eternal dwell-
An- ingin Hellfire, and practical Nifagh, which
other sign of isamajor sin.” [1bn Kathir].
hypocrisy is

that the hypocrites think that they are
deceivingAllah, ¢ Verily, the hypo-
crites seek to deceive Allah, butitis
He Who deceives them. And when
they stand up for the prayer, they
stand with laziness and to be seen of
men, and they do not remember Allah
but little.» [4:142]. They are also lazy
coming to the prayer asthe Ayah
testifies.

Furthermore, thehypocrites
enjoinevil and prohibit righteousness,
4 Thehypocrites, men and women, are

(saying), “1f He bestowed on us of
His Bounty, we will verily, give
Sadagah (Zakat and voluntary charity
inAllah’s Cause) and will be certainly
among those who are righteous.”
Then when He gave them of His
Bounty, they became niggardly
[refused to pay the Sadagah (Zakat or
voluntary charity)], and turned away,
averse. So He punished them by
putting hypocrisy into their hearts till
the Day whereon they shall meet

. .. continued on page 9
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hen reading through the

pages of history, one will be

amazed at the large number
of nationsthat have lived throughout
history. Onewill also be amazed at
the large number of faiths and Turath
(heritage) that were and still arethe
core element and ingredient in every
nation’ s existence. Furthermore, one
will discover the huge number of wars
and conflicts that the nations of earth
have participated in or instigated.
These conflicts were the ultimate
means that these nations have used and
still useto preservetheir civilization
and existence. Thereisnot anation
that has risen on the face of the earth
but had to indulge in acertain conflict
or conflicts, so that it establishesits
dominance above its neighbors and
spread itsfaith and civilization. The
result, however, may involvethis
nation’sriseor fall, depending on its
capacity and ability to struggle and the
suitability and vitality of itsciviliza-
tion to dominate and spread.

By studying the history of the
various nations, we will discover that
the civilizations that lasted for along
period of time belong to the nations
that were able to preserve their Turath
and civilization. These nations defend
their Turath as much as their ability
would allow them, for they know that
their Turath and faith are the reason
behind their very existence.

Feature Article

Preserving the
Islamic Heritage

The nationsthat lived long
a so benefited from their contemporar-
ies, adopting some of their beliefsand
practices. No nation lived in absolute
isolation, and those who did livein
near isolation soon fell and were
dissolved.

There is no doubt that the
Muslim Ummah is the best nation of
all time, and that the Islamic civiliza-
tion isthe most superior. The lslamic
civilization does not only include the
livelihood and the clothes and types of
food that were popular in the Islamic
Nation. Rather, the Islamic civiliza-
tion also includes the knowledge that
the Ummah had preserved and then
introduced to the world, such as and
foremost the Islamic creed, Figh,
Tafsir and therest of the Islamic
knowledge.

Allah’sleave. Itisthe Turath with
which Allah has elevated this Nation,
and which Allah has promised to
preserve for Muslims, ¢Verily We: 1t
is We Who have sent down the Thikr
(the Quran and the Sunnah) and
surely, We will guard it (from
corruption).$ [15:9]. Itisthe Turath
that the Salaf of the Ummah, the
companions and the successive
righteous generations, have protected
and preserved. They performed Jihad
in the cause of Allah to preserve and
protect the Islamic heritage, until
Allah gave them victory and domi-
nance over the strongest nations of
their time. Allah also helped them
conquer the various countries and
provinces, until the Muslim state
expanded in size and power to reach
and dominate the areas extending from
Chinato Spain.

~ The We are obliged to demonstrate the impor-
Islamic tance of our Islamic faith and the impor-
Turath . . . . .
(heritage) is tance of the vital job of preservingit. Itis
the most indeed a requirement of |slam that we
superior to should protect and preserve our Islamic
any other Creed and Turath.
heritage and

traditions, because it came from the
Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His
Messenger, Salla Allahu Alayhi
Woasallam. It isthe Turath that was
started by our Prophet, Mohammad,
SallaAllahu Alayhi Wasallam, by

Such as the other nations that
have existed beforeit, the Muslim
Ummah was not immune from having
enemies. Ever since lslam hasrisen as
aworld power, the other nations raged
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acontinuous struggle against it and
against itsfollowing. Thisstruggle
took two basic forms:

1 - Struggle over land: Thisis
one reason why wars were started
between the Muslims and their en-
emies. Victory was usually awarded
to the Muslimsin most of these
conflicts. Y et, when the Ottoman
Empire collapsed in this century,
many Muslim regionsfell victim to
dominance and colonization by the
hands of their enemies. What we
experience today in Palestine and
other parts of the Muslim world are
but examples to this sad situation that
has befallen the Muslimsin this
century.

2 —Religious struggle: Thisis
the hidden struggle that other nations
have constantly raged against Islam,
especially since they were unableto
defeat the Muslim Ummah militarily.
The enemies of Islam havetried al
they can to corrupt and distort the
Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His
Messenger, and to raise various
doubts about the Quran, the Prophet,
etc.

The worst part of thisreli-
gious struggle that the Muslim Um-
mah was subjected to isthe ongoing
attemptsto corrupt the true Islamic
Creed, the creed of Ahlu As-Sunnah
wal Jama ah. The enemies of Islam
know that their best way to defeat
Islam isto distort the Islamic faith,
and they tried their very best in this
regard. Ever sincethetime of the
companions and until this day, many
sects have appeared in the Muslim
Ummah. Although these sects appear
to be in conflict with each other, yet,
their common goal is corrupting the
Islamic Creed using various devious
and evil methods and means.

These misguided and deviant
sects, often instigated by the Kuffar
and the enemies of Islam, all claim to
have the correct creed and to be on the

righteous path. Some of them would
lie and relate what they lieto the
Messenger of Allah, so that they
would corrupt the Islamic Creed.

Also, the Christians and the
Jews have had their sharein this
ongoing war against the true Islamic
faith. There are many accounts
throughout history that detail and
explain therole of the Christians and
Jewsin distorting Islam. Further, we
must not forget therole of the
Orientalists, who have raged a con-
tinuous war against the Islamic Turath
and faith. These Orientalists studied
Islam, and especially the various
Islamic deviant sects and their history.
They then spent their effortsin
spreading and supporting these

easier than ever for the enemies of
Islam to distort and corrupt our
Turath. Thisiswhy it istime that we
stand fast in the face of these attempts
by the Kuffar. It istimethat we
refute all distorted ideas about Islam.
The younger generation isalso obliged
to unite around the scholars of the
Quran and Sunnah of thistime, all the
while uniting their effortsto repel the
enemies of Issam. We are obliged to
demonstrate the importance of our
Islamic faith and the importance of the
vital job of preservingit. Itisindeed
arequirement of Islam that we should
protect and preserve our Islamic

Creed and Turath.

We end thisarticle with afew
words written by Shaykh Bakr Abu

misguided _ _ _ _
Sects, espe- The misguided and deviant sects, often in-
cially the Sufi stigated by the Kuffar and the enemies of
;egsbrged Islam, all claim to have the correct creed.
the creed of S_omeof themwouldlieandrelatewhat they
these mis- lietotheProphet, sothat theywouldcorrupt
guided sects the I slamic Creed.

asthetrue

Islamic faith, so thetrue Islamic creed  Zayd, in hisbook on preserving our
disappears and vanishes. Turath, “The Turath interacts with

The Muslim Ummah has
stood fast against this devious opposi-
tion. Indeed, Allah has raised many
genius scholars who defended Islam
and who rejected all misguided and
deviant ideas and ideologies. They
wrote many books that refute the
deviant beliefs, misguided sectsand
alienideologies. They alsowrote
many books that emphasi ze the correct
Creed. Allah has preserved the
integrity of the Islamic faith from
corruption by the hands of these
honorable scholars. He has also saved
many Muslims from embracing such
deviant ideol ogies that sought to
destroy Islam.

It isacause for sorrow to
realize that today, this effort has
weakened because of the small num-
ber of true Muslim scholars. Itis

each of the five main necessities of
Islam (that the religion seeksto
protect and preserve for every Mus-
[im) that the religion was built around
and called for preserving. The first of
these necessitiesis preserving the
religion, and the Turath is a part of
our religion. The second is preserving
the souls, and this Turath isthe
product of the Muslim minds and the
efforts of their hearts. The third is
preserving the mind, and the Turath is
the food for the minds. Thefourthis
preserving the honor, and the Turath
isthe honor of the Ummah. The fifth
is preserving the property, and the
Turath isthe Ummah’ s treasure.
Therefore, it isimperative that Mus-
lims stand fast for the sake of the
Turath, just asthe one body, if even
one book is assaulted, they all rush to
repel the assailants and fend off the

aggressors.” [
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li bin Abi Talib, may Allah
A be pleased with him, once

said, “Know the Truth and
you will know itsfollowers. Thetruth
cannot be known through men.”
Today, we are in desperate need to
understand this statement and imple-
ment itsimplicationsin our lives. The
majority of calamities and hardships
that the Muslim Ummah isfacing
today isaresult of revering men and
holding their sayingsin ahigher grade
than the sayings of Allah and His
Messenger.

Imam Malik stated arulethat is
oneof themajor rulesof thereligion
when hesaid, “Eachwill have some of
what he saysaccepted or rejected,
except for theresident of thisgrave,”
and hepointedtothe M essenger’s
grave. Applyingthisruledoesnot lead
tobelittling thescholarsof Islam. They
aretheoneswho carried and conveyed
thereligion by preserving knowledge of
the Quran and Sunnah. They arethe
oneswhoinherited the Prophetsof
Allah, by carrying their M essages after
their departurefrom earth. Allah has
ordered us, Muslims, torefer to these
scholarsin various aspectsof the
religion, whenever weare confused and
inneed of guidance. Hesaid, what
translated means, €So ask of thosewho
have knowledge (in the Quran and
Sunnah), if you know not.$ [16:43].

Y et, weareobliged totreat these

Salafi Concepts

Know The Truth
& You Will Know

|ts Followers

scholarstheway they deserveto be
treated. They are but humansboundto
fall intoforgetfulnessand error. The
scholarsthemselvesordered their
followersnaottoblindly follow them.
They only ordered Muslimsto refer to
the sourceof knowledgethat they
themselvesreferredto, that is, the
revelationwhichisconsisted of the
Quran and Sunnah.

Allahhasharshly criticized the
Jewsand Christiansbecause of their
revering their rabbisand priests. This
reveringled themto accepting their
rabbisand priestsrendering that which

Therearemany reasonswhy
Muslim scholarsfall into error some-
times. Oneof thesereasonsisthat they
may not haveknownthecorrect narra-
tion or the correct meaning of aparticu-
lar Text fromthe Quran or Sunnah.
Sheikh Al-Idam [bn Taymiyyah, may
Allah bestow Hismercy uponhim,
wroteabook explainingwhy the
scholarsmight fall into error intheir
rulings. Hecalledthisbook, “ Raf’ Al-
Maam‘AnAl-A-immahAl-A’adam,”
which means, “ Clearing The Well-
KnownImamsFrom Blame.”

What the Muslim must know

isprohib-

itedas N Allah has ordered us, Muslims, tore-
et fer tothesescholarsin variousaspects
whichAllah - of thereligion, whenever we are con-
haspermit- . :

tedas fused and in need of guidance.

impermis-

sible. Allahsaid, what translated with regards to this subject is that the
means, ¢ They (Jewsand Christians) scholar will have areward with Allah

took their rabbisand their monksto be
their lordshbesidesAllah, and (they
asotook astheir lord) the Messiah, son
of Mary.$[9:31]. TheMessenger of
Allahexplained theimplicationsof this
Ayahto Adi binHatim At-Taii, who
wasaChristian before heaccepted
Islam. TheProphet affirmed that for the
Jewsand Christiansto obey their
scholarsinthisway, that thisconstitutes
takingthemaslordsbesidesAllah.

for hisljtihad (trying his best to reach
aruling depending on the Quran and
Sunnah), evenif hisljtihad led himto
issue thewrong ruling. Asfor those
who imitate this scholar, when they are
told that the scholar wasin error in a
matter but they still follow him, they
will be punished by Allah for following
what they know to be an error. Thisis
what wecall, “ Tagleed (blind follow-
ing) in Figh (rulings of thereligion).”

The Muslim Creed
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Today, thereare other types of
Tagleed (blindfollowing) that have
becomepopular withthosewho are
taking thejob of spreading the M essage
of Idam (theDu’ at). Some of these
callerstolslam may beimmunefrom
imitating thereligiousschool sof
thought (M athaheb). However, they
fall intoimitating the groupsor organi-
zationsthat they belongtoand call to
Islam fromwithintheir ranksonly.
Thisiswhy you noticethat these people
will refuseevery ideaor opinionissued
by other than their groups. Thistype of
Tagleedisby no meanslessdestructive
than the Tagleed of Mathaheb.

Thisnew type of Tagleed has
alsoledtotheflourishing of many false
ideologiesand beliefs. Oneof these
erroneousconceptsis” Complete
obediencetotheleadership.” These
Du’ at havegrownto blindly follow and
obey their leadership, without taking
timetoanalyzethepoliciesof their
groupsand leadersto verify their
validity inthelight of the Quran and
Sunnah. Onthecontrary, they usually
excusethemselvesfromguilt by
claimingthat their leadershipistheone
that Allah and HisMessenger order
Muslimstoobey. They evenconsider
any criticismfor their leadersas
insulting them and doubting their
sincerity and an attempt to destabilize
theranksof Muslims. They alsoclaim
that Muslimslack the capability of
comparing and analyzing thevarious
sayingsof the scholars, sowemight as
well nottry at all. Thisisreveringmen
totheextent that they areconsidered as
immunefromfallingintoerror.

that ascholar hasmadean error, this
doesnot meanthat hewill be punished
by Allah. Thescholar will havea
rewardwith Allahfor hisljtihad, asthe
Prophet hasstated inan authentic
Hadith. Also, Allahsaid, 4AndAllah
will never lead a peopleastray after He

truth. Errorsareerrorsevenif the best
and most knowl edgeabl e of scholarsfell
intothemthrough I jtihad.

Thisisareminder for usthat
weneedto preservetheclarity and
purity of thetrue belief, just as pureand

hasguided

}_*"em' until |f wefind that a scholar hasfallen into er-
emakes ) L. . .

clear tothem ror inthereligion, because hetried hisbest

astowhat but still did not reach the truth, then we

they should . :

avoid.p should not turn thiserror into thetruth.

[9:115]. This

Ayah meansthat Allahwill not punish
someonefor what hedoesnot know or
theerror that hecommitswhiletrying
hisbest toreach thetruth. Thisiswhy
theMessenger of Allahdid not punish
UsamahibnZaidwhenhekilleda
Mushrik (disbelieving) maninbattle,
athough that man announced that he has
becomeMudlimright beforehewas
killed. Thishappenedalthoughthe
Prophet hassaidinan earlier incident,
“Donotkill him, for if you kill him, he
will belikeyou beforeyou killed him
andyou will belikehimbeforehesaid
what hesaid (beforeannouncing his
Islam).” [Muslim].

TheMessenger of Allah
foretold that hisnationwill divideinto
seventy threegroups, al of whichwill
beinHellfire, saveone. Anddivisionit
is, along with the deviation that ap-
pearedinthenationin aspectsof belief,
such asAllah’ sNames, and Attributes
and Predestination. Thisisonereason
why weareobliged to exposeerror and
explainthetruth, so asto avoid ending
upinoneof

The Messenger of Allah foretold
that his nation will divide into sev-
enty three groups, all of which will
bein Hellfire, save one.

thesegroups
that are
boundto
enter Hell-
fire. If we
findthat a
scholar has

So ashot to be misunderstood,
wemust emphasizeherethat if wesay

faleninto
error inthereligion, becausehetried his
best but still did not reach thetruth, then
we should not turn thiserror into the

plainasit wasat thetime of revelation.
Wemust respect the scholarsof |Islam
and holdtheminthehigh positionand
statusthey deserve, but we must always
follow thetruthwhenit becomes
apparent or whenitisintroducedto us.
If wefollow thismethod, thenwewill
beimplementing what the scholarsof
|slam themselveshave ordered usto do.
They dl said, “ If the Hadith of the
Messenger of Allahisinoppositionto
my saying, thenfollow theHadith and
disregard my saying.” Itisagravesin,
indeed, that ascholar saysthisand till
hisfollowersimitate him even after they
areshown that the scholar hasfallen
into error inacertainruling.

Weadviseour brethrento read
thesewords carefully andto reach the
understanding and conclusionthat blind
following of the scholarsisadangerous
pathtotake. Thispathwill ultimately
lead to Shirk, ashad happened beforeto
the peopleof Noah. They wantedto
preservethememory of their scholars
and pious personshby erecting statuesin
their memory. Later on, they wor-
shipped these statues, ¢ And they have
said, “ You shall not leave your gods,
nor shall you leave Wadd, nor Suwa’,
nor Yaghuth, nor Ya’ ug nor Nasr
(namesof theiridols).” $[71:23].
Muslims must be aware of thispath so
that they areableto avoidit. Let usall
direct our completefollowing and
sincerity to Allah and to the Sunnah that
Hehad reveal edto HisM essenger,
SdllaAllahu Alayhi Wasallam. [
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Sunnah & Bid'ah

Al-Bid'ah

Appearance of Bid'ahs in the Ummah

“Know that most Bid' ahsin

mattersof belief andworship
appearedinthisnation at theend of the
pious Caliphs' era. The Prophet has
said, ‘Whoever liveslong will withess
many disputes. So hold fast to my
Sunnah and the Sunnah of the Righ-
teous Caliphsafter me.’ [Ahmad &
AbuDawood].

I mam |bn Taymiyyah said,

Thefirst Bid’ ahto appear was
theBid’ ahof denying theQadar (predes-
tination). Then, theBid' ahof Al-Irjaa
(that Imandoesnotincludeactions), the
Bid’ ahof theRafidhah (the Shiites) and
theKhawarij appeared. TheseBid' ahs
appearedinthesecond century of Hijrah
(themigration of the Prophetto Madi-
nah). Someof thecompanions, whowere
till alive, opposedtheseBid' ahs. The
Bid ahof Al-Mu'tazilah appeared | ater
on. ThendivisionsbetweenMudims
startedto appear, andthedesiresof some
weretheirdrivingforce. TheBid' ahof
the Sufisand building monuments
aroundthegravesstarted after theend of
thethreebest generationsof Ilam.”

First Apperance of Bid’ahs

Theappearanceof Bid' ahs
variedindifferent areasof theMuslim
world. Imam lbnTaymiyyahsaid,“The
largest citiesthat thecompanionshad
settledinwerefive: Thetwo Harams
(Makkah and Madinah), the Two Irags
(Basraand Kufah) and Ash-Sham

(Damascus). Fromthesecities, the
knowledgeof the Quran, Hadith, Figh,
worshipand other |slamicknowledge,
shined. Also, thesecities, except for
Madinah, witnessed many original
Bid' ahs. Thesecitieswerethesitesof
Bid' ahs: FromAl-Kufah, Shiismand
Al-Ir’ jaastarted and spread to other
areas. In Basra, the Qadariyyah, the
Mu’tazilah and fake piety started and
spreadto other regions. Ash-Sham
witnessedtheBid’ ahsof Al-Nasb

(hating Ali binAbi Talib) and Al-Qadar.

The Jahmiyyah appearedin Khurasan
(inlran), and thisBid' ah wastheworst.
TheBid' ahsappeared accordingtothe
distancefrom Madinah, thefurther the
Worse.

After themurder of Caliph
Uthmanbin‘Affan, theBid ahof Al-
Haroriyyah (Al-Khawarij) started.
Madinahwas

Imam Malik and hisstudents. Malik is
of thefourth generation of ISsam. The
first threegenerationsof |Iamdid not
witnessany apparent Bid' ahinMadi-
nah. No original Bid’ ah started from
thereeither, aswasthe casewiththe
othercities.”

Causes for Bid’ahs

Thereisno doubt that adher-
enceto the Quran and Sunnah savesone
fromfallinginto Bid' ah and misguid-
ance. Allahsaid, what translated means,
4And verily, thisisMy Straight Path,
sofollowit, and follow not other paths,
for they will separate you away from
HisPath.$[6:153]. The Prophet
further explained theabove. Imam
Ahmadrelated that the Prophet once
drew astraight lineinthesand and said,

L?g?ftyh;e; Thereisno doubt that adherenceto
Bid ahs, the Book of Allah and the Sunnah
dthoughsome  of His Messenger saves the person
CenroRe.  from falling into Bid'ah and mis-
ingtheir guidance.

Bid ahsin

private. Those

peoplewerehumiliated and shunned,
likethe Qadariyyah, by the peopl e of
Madinah. Shiitesand Murji’ahin
Kufah, Mu'tazilah and Sufisin Basra
andAl-NasbinAsh-Shamweremore
apparent. Knowledgeand Imanwere
dominantinMadinahtill thetimeof

“ThisisthePath of Allah.” Hethen
drew several linestotheright and | eft of
thestraightline. Hethensaid, “These
are other paths, on each thereisa devil
callinguntoit.” Then, hereadthe
Ayah, ¢And verily, thisisMy Straight
Path, sofollowit, and follow not other
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paths, for they will separate you away
fromHisPath. ThisHehasordained
for you that you may becomethe
pious.$ [6:153]. Whoever shunsthe
Quran and the Sunnah, thenthemis-
guided groupsand Bid' ahswill fight for
hisallegiance.

Thereasonsbehind the appear-
anceof Bid ahscan besummarizedin
thefollowing: Ignoranceinthereligion,
following desires, total obedienceto
peopleandtheir opinions, andimitating
andfollowingthedisbelievers. Wewill
explain each of thesereasonsin detail.

1— Ignorance in the Religion

Whenever alongtimeseparates
peoplefromtheoriginof theMessage,
knowledgewill decreaseandignorance
will flourish. TheProphet foretold
about thissituation when he said, what
trand ated means, “Whoever liveslong
will withess many disputes.” [Abu
Dawood], and, “Allah doesnot erase
knowledgefrom earth by erasing
knowledgefromthe slaves’ hearts.
Rather, He erasesknowledge by the
death of thescholars. When Heleaves
earth without scholars, peoplewill
taketheignorant asleaders(and
scholars). They will be asked and they
will give Fatwa without knowledge.
Then, they will beled astray and will
alsolead othersastray.” [Ahmad].

Thescholarsaretheoneswho
fight against Bid' ahs. Whenknowledge
and the scholarsdisappear from earth,
thentheBid' ahswill seethelight.

Bid' ahswill then appear and spread, and
itspeoplewill beactive.

2— Following Desires

Whoever shunsthe Quranand
Sunnahisafollower of hisdesires.
Allahsaid, what translated means, ¢But
if they answer you (O Mohammad) not,
then know that they only follow their
own lusts, without guidance from

Allah? Verily! Allah guidesnotthe
peoplewho are unjust.g [28:50], and,
4Have you seen himwho takeshis
own lust ashisgod, and Allah know-
ing, left him astray, and sealed his
hearing and hisheart, and put a cover
on hissight. Who then will guide him
after Allah?3 [45:23].

3— Blindly Following Others

Blindly following other peopl€’s
opinionspreventsonefromfollowing
theproventruth. Allah said, what
translated means, §When itissaid to
them, “ Follow what Allah has sent
down.” They say, “ Nay! We shall
followwhat wefound our fathers
following!” $[2:170].

Thisisthecasetoday withthose
whoblindly follow the M athaheb, the
Sufisandthosewhoreverethegraves.

If they arecalledtofollowing the Book
of Allah and the Sunnah and abandoning
what opposesthem, they clingto
followingtheir Mathaheb, scholars,
fathers, grandfathers, etc.

4 — Imitating the Kuffar
Imitatingthedisbelieversis

what leads peopleto Bid’ ahsthemost.
AbuWagidAl-Laithi said, “Wewere

still new Muslimswhenwewenttothe
battle of ‘ Hunainwith the Prophet. We
found that the M ushrikeen had aSidrah
(atree), caled That Anwat, that they
revered and used to hang their weapons
on. Whenwe passed by asimilar Sidrah,
wesaid, ‘O Messenger of Allah, make
for usThat Anwat asthey (the
Mushrikeen) have ThatAnwat.’ The
Prophet said, ‘ Allahu-Akbar! Itisthe
Sunnan (traditionsof theMushrikeen).
You said, by HeWho hasmy soul in
HisHand, what the Children of | srael
said to Moses, §Makefor usgodsas
they have gods. He said: Verily, you are
apeoplewho know not.$ [7:138]. You
will follow thetradition of those before
you.”” [At-Tirmithi].

InthisHadith, wefind that
imitating the Kuffar waswhat drovethe
Jews and someof thesenew-covert
Muslimsto ask for thisugly matter of
their Prophets. They wanted godsto
worship andrevereother thanAllah.
Thisisthe casetoday withmany
Muslims. They imitatethedisbelievers
instarting Bid' ahsand Shirk, likethe
Bid' ahof celebratingtheProphet’s
birthday. They a so celebrateon certain
daysandweeks, celebratereligious
history and memoriesof thepast, raise
statuesand memorial buildings, perform
eulogiesin certainplacesfor certain
periodsand build around thegravesand
makethem placesfor worship. i

Continued from page 3 ... Hypocrisy

Him, because they broke that (cov-
enant with Allah) which they had
promised Him and because they used
to tell lies.p [9:75-77].

Allah hasal so stated that the
hypocriteshaveadisease of doubt and
disbelief intheir hearts, I n their
heartsisa disease (of doubt and
hypocrisy) and Allah hasincreased
their disease. A painful tormentis
theirsbecause they used to tell lies.$
[2:10]. Thisiswhy Allah hascom-
manded the Muslimsto perform Jihad

against them, €O Prophet (Moham-
mad)! Srive hard against the disbe-
lievers and the hypocrites, and be
severe against them, their abode will
be Hell, and worst indeed is that
destination. [66:9], and, ¢And when
you look at them, their bodies please
you; and when they speak, you listen
to their words. They are as blocks of
wood propped up. They think that
every cryisagainst them. They arethe
enemies, so beware of them. May
Allah cursethem! How are they
denying the Right Path.} [63:4] i
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Character of the Muslim

Humbleness

(Part 1/2)

herelationship betweenthose
I who call to Islam and those who

arecalled untoitisnot one of
businessnature, butismorenobleand
righteous. Thisrelationshipisgreater
and morehonorablethan beingmerely a
meansof gaining moreloyal friendsfor
thebenefit of acertain group or political
party. Itisarelationship of mercy,
kindnessandtruebrotherly love. Itisa
rel ationship that spreadsrighteousness
tothewholeworld. Thisiswhy itisnot
restrictedto certain peopleand denied to
others. All Mudlimsareobligedto be
callersuntolslam andto convey the
Messageto thewholeworld.

Calling peopleunto Allahisa
missionthat needsproper qualifications,
just asany other job. Humblenessisone
of thebest qualificationsthat helpsin
thejob of Da wah, that is, the job of
callingtolslam.

Humblenessisthe opposite of
arrogance. Being arrogant meansto
refusethetruth, thinkingthatitis
unbecoming of thearrogant personto
lower himself toitslevel.

Humblenessisatypeof good
conduct that Allah hasordained on
MuslimsinHisBook andwhichthe
M essenger encouraged for Muslimsin
hisSunnah. Itisarighteousbehavior
contained intheset of thebest code of
conduct that ISlam camewithand

encouraged, inorder for theMuslimsto
perfect their deedsand rid themsel ves of
alill feelingsandwrongdoing. Allah
said, ¢And lower your wingfor the
believers(becourteoustothefellow-
believers).3[15:88]. ThisAyahorders
the M essenger to belenient and humble
withthebelievers. It drawsthepicture
of thebirdswhichlower their wingsfor
their chicks, extending warmth and
protection.

‘lyadhibn‘Himar narrated
that the Messenger of Allah said, what
translated means, “ Allah hasreveal ed
tomethefollowing, ‘Behumble (O
believers), in order that no onewill
boast that heisabove othersor deal
theminjustice.” [Muslim]. Also, Abu
Hurayrah narrated that the M essenger of
Allahsaid, “ Charity never decreases
thewealth, and forgivenessonly leads
to Allah enhancing the status of the

Also,Allah
said, what trans-
lated means, 4O
you who believe!
Whoever from
among you turns

Humblenessisarighteousbehavior contained
in theset of the best code of conduct that | slam
came with and encouraged, in order for the
Muslims to perfect their deeds and rid them-
selves of all ill feelings and wrongdoing.

back from his

religion (Islam), Allah will bring a
people whom He will love and they
will love Him; humble towards the
believers, stern towards the disbeliev-
ers, fighting in the Way of Allah, and
never afraid of the blame of the
blamers. That isthe Grace of Allah
which He bestows on whom He will.
And Allah isAll-Sufficient for His
creatures needs, All-Knower.$ [5:54].
ThisAyah describesthebelieversas
being merciful, lenient and humblewith
other believers. Also, Allah ordersthe
believersto behumbleandto avoid
undue praisefor themselves, ¢So
ascribe not purity to yourselves. He
knows best him who fears Allah and
keeps his duty to Him.$ [53:32].

slave. And hewho ishumblefor the
sake of Allah, Allah will e evate him
(ingrade and status).” [Muslim].

Imam An-Nawawi said in Shar’ h Sahih
Muslim, “ The M essenger’ssaying,
‘And hewho ishumblefor the sake of
Allah, Allah will elevate him,” hastwo
possible meanings. One of themisthat
Allahwill elevate hisstatusinthislife,
put hislovein the hearts of others
because of hishumblenessand raisehis
grade and respect with people. The
second, that thisreward will be granted
intheLast Life, when onewill be
elevated in grade because of his
humbleness. Yet, it may mean both
rewardsinthislifeand in the Hereafter.
Allah hasthe Best Knowledge.”
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Warning Against Arrogance

Allah, theExalted and Most
High, and HisMessenger, SallaAllahu
Alayhi Wasallam, hateand discourage
arrogance. Allahsaid, what translated
means, ¢ TheHome of the Hereafter
(Paradise) We shall assign tothose
who rebel not against the Truth with
pride and oppression in theland nor
do mischief by committing crimes.
Andthegood endisfor the Muttaqun
(piousand righteous personswhofear
Allahmuch).3[28-83]. Allahinforms
usinthisAyahthat Hehad prepared
Paradisefor thoseamong Hisslaves
who arenot arrogant, sinful or tyrannical
intheearth.

Allah also said in the Quran,
what translated means, ¢ And walk not
on the earth with conceit and
arrogance.$ [17:37], meaning do not
walk likethe arrogant people do, and,
€And turn not your face away from
men with pride, nor walk in insolence
through the earth. Verily Allah likes
not each arrogant boaster.3 [31:18].
The second Ayah means, “ Do not shy
away from people or despisethem out
of arrogance. Also, do not walk like
arrogant people.”

Also, AbdullahibnMas' ud
said that the Prophet said, what trans-

Manners of Joking

king should be modest and not harsh, nor should it entail trans-
Jressing the set limits of the religion. The Messenger of Allah
said, what trand ated means, “None of you should take hisbrother’s
stick, whether he was serious or just jesting; and if one does, let him

giveit back.” [At-Tirmithi].

jesting.”

lated means, “ Those who have the
weight of an atom of arrogancein
their heartswill not enter Paradise.”
A mansaid, “The person likesthat his
dresslooksniceand that hisslippers
look nice.” The Prophet said, “Allahis
Beautiful and He likes beauty.
Arroganceisrefusing thetruth and
despising people.” [Muslim]. Further-
more, Abu Hurayrah narrated that the
Messenger of Allah said, what trans-
lated means, “ Allah, the Exalted and
Ever-High, said, ‘Glory isMy dress
and Arroganceis My garment. He
who dares dispute with Me asregards
any one of them, | will punish him.””
[Muslim]. Inaddition, SalamahibnAl-
Akwa narrated that the M essenger of
Allah said, “Man will keep elevating
hisarrogance until heiswritten
among the tyrants, and then he will
facethat which they will face (the
wrath of Allah).” [At-Tirmithi].
Finally, Abu Sa id Al-K hudri narrated
that the Prophet said, “ Paradise and
the Firedisputed. TheFiresaid, ‘I
havethetyrantsand thearrogant.’
Paradise said, ‘| have the weak and
humble.” So Allah judged between
them, (saying), ‘ You are Paradise, My
Mercy, | give My Mercy through you
towhom | will. And you aretheFire,
My Punishment, in which | punish
whom | will. And | pledge that both of
you will haveitsfill.”” [Muslim].

Also, Abu Dawood reported that the Prophet said, “None of you
should take his brother’s things, whether he was serious or just

This prohibition also includes taking away one’'s watch, pen,
book, ring, and so forth. Furthermore, this righteous Islamic conduct

teaches Muslims to respect other people’s feelings and property.

Prophet’s Conduct

he Messenger of Allah,

SallaAllahu Alayhi

Wasallam, wasforbear-
ing and kind. Anas narrated,
“While | was walking once
with the Prophet, who was
wearing aNagjrani (Najranisan
areain the Arabian peninsula)
outer garment with athick
hem, a Bedouin came upon
him and pulled his garment so
hard that | could notice the
impress of the hem of the
garment on his shoulder,
caused by the violence of his
pull. The Bedouin then said,
‘O Mohammad! Give me some
of Allah’s Fortune that you
have.” The Prophet turned to
him and smiled, and ordered
that a gift be givento him.”
[Al-Bukhari & Muslim].

Anasalso narrated, “I
served the Prophet for ten
years, and he never said to me,
‘Offf’ (to demonstrate his
displeasure), nor, ‘“Why did you
do (thisthing)’, or, ‘Why did
you not do (that thing).”” [Al-
Bukhari].

Furthermore, * Aaishah,
may Allah be pleased with her,
said, “The Messenger of Allah
has never stroked anything (or
anyone) with his hand, neither
awoman nor a servant, except
if heisperforming Jihad in the
cause of Allah. Never was he
ever assaulted that he re-
sponded by exerting revenge
for himself from the assaulting
person, except when a prohibi-
tion of Allah isbeing violated.
Then, he would exert revenge
for the sake of Allah.”
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Family Corner

Stories of

ne of the most important
matters that a good wife
should know isthat she must

stand by her husband’'s side and help
him obey Allah. She must not hinder
him from the Path of Allah, thus
preventing him from obeying the Lord
and performing good, righteous deeds.
Rather, she must help her husband
stay on the righteous path and fulfill
his abligationstowardsAllah.

Dear Sister in Islam

Don’'t be the one who only
seeksto satisfy her desires and needs
from her husband and ignore his need
to satisfy his obligations towardsAllah
and towards others. Thisisnot the
behavior of good, righteouswomen.
The good, righteous wifeisthe one
who brings benefit to her husband, as
the Messenger of Allah saidin an
authentic Hadith. To stand by the
husband and to help him fulfill his
obligations are among the characteris-
tics of agood, righteous wife. Hajar,
Ismail’s mother, was | eft by Prophet
Ibrahimin adry land, with no food or
water to live on. Hedid that because
Allah ordered himto do so. Then, he
left to another destination. Hajar
repeatedly asked Ibrahim, “O lbrahim!

Where areyou going and leaving usin
thisdry valley with no inhabitants or
anything else?’ He did not answer her.
She said, “Did Allah order you to do
this?’ He said, “Yes.” She said,
“Then, Allah will not leave usto
destruction.” [Al-Bukhari].

The mother of the believers,
Khadijah, the wife of the Messenger of
Allah, isanother good example. The
Prophet came back from the cave of
‘Hiraa in desperate need of counseling
and help to calm down, because he has
just seen angel Gibreal in hisoriginal
form. He said to her, “| feared for
myself (my sanity).” Shesaid, “No,
by Allah! Allah will never expose you
to dishonor. You keep ties of the womb
(kinship), help the weak, giveto the
dispossessed, generous to the guest

Believing Women

with what Muslims are enduring these
days; their unity is destroyed, their
strength isdivided, calamitiesare
befalling them and the majority among
them seek to satisfy their desires and
ignore the consequences of their
actions. Thisiswhy Muslim women
should help overcome these calamities
by obeying their Lord and by raising a
righteous generation.

Isit not the time that Muslim
women stand by their husbands,
reminding and hel ping them obey
Allah and call to His Path? Isit not
the timethat believing women remind
their husbands to be patient in the face
of calamities? Will they do this? Or
instead, will they hinder their hus-
bands' path in order for them to satisfy
their desires, thus weakening their

and help othersin
times of hardship.”
[Al-Bukhari &
Muslim].

The good, righteous wife is the one
who brings benefit to her husband,

as the Messenger of Allah said in

Believing
women of the past

an authentic Hadith.

have set the best of
examplesin their striving and pa-
tience. They had great trust in Allah.
They were women of honor and
responsibility. We need such women
today. Muslim women are reminded

husbands faith and resolve? Do not
take the example of the wife of Noah
and thewife of Lut. Allah said, what
translated means, ¢Allah sets forth an
example for those who disbelieve, the
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wife of Noah and the wife of Lut.
They were under two of our righ-
teous slaves, but they both betrayed
them (their husbands by rejecting their
doctrine) so they (Noah and L ut)
benefited them (their respective
wives) not, against Allah, and it was
said, “ Enter the Fire along with
those who enter!” $ [66:10].

Believing women must follow
the exampl e of the wife of Pharaoh
and Mary, the mother of Prophet
Jesus, ¢And Allah has set forth an
example for those who believe, the
wife of Pharaoh, when she said, “ My
Lord! Build for me a home with You
in Paradise, and save me from
Pharaoh and hiswork, and save me
from the people who are unjust.”
And Mary, the daughter of Imran
who guarded her chastity; and We

Some Duties of Parents...

° Parents must warn their children from acts of Shirk and inform them
that thiswill lead them to eternal punishment in Hellfire. They must also
warn them from cursing, swearing and using foul language. Furthermore,
parents must observe good behavior themselves so asto be good role models

for their children.

Islamic duties.

breathed into through our “Ru’h”
(Gibreal), and she testified to the
truth of the Words of her Lord
(believed in Allah), and (also believed
in) His Scriptures, and she was of
the Qanitin (obedient to Allah).3
[66:11-12].

Dear Sister in Islam

Beakey that can open the door
to every righteousact and onethat
closesevery door leading toevil. Help
your husband obey Allah. Do not
follow the path taken by thosewho
only seek to satisfy their earthly needs.
Theoneswho are satisfied with the
joysand pleasuresof thislife, however
short, arethe oneswho become a
barrier in the Path of righteousnessand
performing good deeds. i

. Warn their children from gambling initsvarious forms, including
lottery and 976-phone contests. Playing cards and some other types of
entertainment may also need to be avoided, for they may lead to gambling,
waste time and effort, and a so lead to neglecting the prayers and other

. Forbid the children from reading dirty magazines and books and
looking at revealing pictures. They should not alow them to watch TV
shows and moviesthat contain sex and violence, for thiswill degrade their
morals, affect their lives, and bring upon a punishment from Allah.

J Warn the children from smoking, and explain to them that all
doctors agreethat it isamajor cause for many diseases, such as cancer, lung
disorder, gum and teeth diseases and bad breath. Cigarettes have no benefits
whatsoever, and the majority of scholars have declared smoking as unlawful
in Islam (‘Haram) and punishable by Allah. Also, we should not forbid our
children from smoking and do it ourselves. Thiswill confuse them and
cause us the loss of their trust and respect.

. Provide agood environment for the children to grow within, and
encourage them to carefully select their friends.

0&A

Q: A manismarried and
has children, and hiswife wants to
observethe lslamic code of dress,
but he objects to that. What do
you advise himwith?

A: We advise himto fear
Allah and to thank Him that He has
given him such awife who seeksto
implement Allah’s Commands
regarding the code of dressand to
safeguard herself from trials and
calamities.

Allah hascommanded His
believing slavesto protect them-
selvesand their familiesfrom
Hellfire, when He said, €O you
who believel Ward off from
yourselves and your families a
Fire (Hell) whose fuel ismen and
stones, over which are (appointed)
angels stern and severe, who
disobey not, (from executing) the
Commandsthey receive from
Allah, but do that which they are
commanded.$ [66:6]. Also, the
Prophet had made the man respon-
sible for hisfamily, when he said,
“The man isresponsible for his
family, and he shall be questioned
about his responsibility.” [Al-
Bukhari & Muslim].

How, then, can this man
seek to force hiswife to abandon
the Islamic code of dress and
instead opt for an impermissible
dress that can be the cause for
many calamities for her and by her
own hand? This man hasto fear
Allah regarding himself and his
wife, and should thank Allah for
such arighteous wife.

Asfor thewoman, itis
impermissiblefor her to ever obey
her husband in the disobedience of
Allah, for thereisno obediencein
the disobedienceof Allah.

Sheikh
Mohammad Saleh Al-Uthaimeen
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& Sunnahs
Of Salat

ions

igat

Pillars, Obl

Part (2/2)

epreviously statedthat there
arethreetypesof actionsin
theprayer, the Rukn, mean-

ingthepillar, theWagjib, meaning the
obligation, and the Sunnah, meaningthe
recommended act. Wethenlistedthe
fourteen Ruknsof theprayer. Wewiill
now, Allahwilling, listtheeight
Waqjibat of the prayer and thenthe
twelvetypesof the Sunan of theprayer.

The Wajibat of the Prayer

1— All theTakbirs, which
entail saying Allahu Akbar, after the
first Takbir which startsthe acts of the
prayer and whichisaRukn.

2— Saying Sami’ aAllahu
Liman‘Hamidah, Allahhearsthosewho
praiseHim.[Al-Bukhari & Muslim].

3— Saying Ta hmid, Rabbana
wal akaAl-"Hamd, meaning O Allah!
YouAreour Lord, and al thethanksare
dueto You. TheProphet said, “When
thelmam says, ‘ Sami’a Allahu Liman
‘Hamidah, say, ‘ Rabbana walaka Al-
"Hamd.” [Mudlim].

4— Saying Sub’ hanaRabbiya
Al-’ Atheem, meaning all thepraiseis
duetomy Lord, theMost-Great, at |east
onceduring Ruku’.

5— Saying Sub’ hanaRabbiya
Al-A’la, whichmeans: al thepraiseis
duetomy Lord, theMost High, at least
onceduring Sujud.

6— Saying, Rabbi Ighfirli,
meaning My Lord, forgiveme, between
thetwo Sujuds.

7— Sitting down for thefirst
Tashahhud.

8— Saying the Salat onthe
Prophet during the Tashahhud.

Most of these Wgjibat are
mentionedinaHadithinwhichthe
Prophet corrected theway oneof the

companionswasperformingtheprayer.
AbuHurayrah narrated that the M essen-
ger of Allah said, what transl ated
means, “When you stand up for the
prayer, after you make a sufficient
Wudhu, facethe Qiblah and then say
Takbir. Then read what Allah permits
you from the Quran, then start with
the act of Ruku’ until you arefirmly
in the position of Ruku’. Then, riseup
until you arefirmly standing. Then,
fall down for Sujud until you are
firmly in Sujud. Then rise up until

you are firmly sitting up, then do the
samein therest of your prayer.” [Al-
Bukhari].

The Sunan of the Prayer

The Sunan of theprayer, which
if abandoned thenthe prayer will still be
valid, aredividedintothreetypes:
Sunanthat areperformed beforethe
start of the acts of the prayer, Sunan
duringtheprayer and Sunan performed
after onefinishestheactsof theprayer.

The Sunanthat Muslimsare
encouraged to perform beforetheprayer
startsincludesuch diverseactsasgoing
totheMasjidwithafearful, humble
heart full of awarenessthat the prayer
entailsstanding between the Hands of
theLord of theworlds. Also, Muslims
areencouragedto perform Wudhu
beforethey depart totheMagjid, and to
walk inaslow pacewhilemakingtheir
stepsas short as possible so that they
increasethe number of their stepsand
hencethenumber of their good deeds.
Allahwill rewardthepersonfor each
step hetakestothe Masjid, aswas
stated inanauthentic Hadith.

Also, Muslimsareencouraged
torepeat thisDU' aa’ beforethey leave
their homes, evenif they werenot going
totheMagjid, “Bismillah, Tawakkaltu
‘Ala Allah, la‘Hawala wala Quwwata
illaBillahi Ta'ala. Allahummainni
A’uthu bika min an Adhilla Aw
Udhall, Aw Azlla Aw Uzall, Aw
Athlima aw Uthlam, Aw Ajhala aw

The Muslim Creed

14

June 2002 Vol.10No.6




Yujhala*Alay,” whichmeans, “Inthe
Nameof Allah, | dependonAllah.
Thereisneither power nor strength
except from Allah, the Exalted. O
Allah! | seek refugewith Y oufrom
fallingintomisguidanceandfrombeing
misled; fromfallingintoerror andfrom
beingledintoerror; fromcommitting
injusticeand from being thevictim of
injustice; andfromfallinginto Jahl (foul
speech and acts) and from being a
victimof Jahl.” [AbuDawood].

Furthermore, Muslimsshould
start with their right feet upon entering
theMagjid, and should alsorecitethe
followingDu’'aa’, “Bismillah,
Allahumma Salli * AlaMohammad.
Allahumma lfta’h li Abwaba
Ra’ hmatik,” meaning, “Inthe Nameof
Allah. OAllah! Bestow Y our prayer
uponMohammad. O Allah! Openthe
doorsof Your Mercy forme.” [Sahih
Al-KalimAt-Tayyib].

Inaddition, whenMuslims
entertheMagjid, they arerequiredto
pray twoRak’ ahsTa' hiyyat Al-Masjid
(greetingtheMagjid), and areencour-
agedtothen sit down busying them-
selveswiththe Thikr of Allah, which
entailsrememberingand praisingHim,
or recitingtheQuran.

Further, therearetwelvetypes
of Sunanthat Muslimsareencouraged
toperformduringtheprayer, including
sayingDu' aa’ Al-lstifta’ hand seeking
refugein Allahfrom Satan and saying
BismillahAr-RahmanAr-Ra him
beforereciting Al-Fati’ hah. Du'aa’ Al-
Istifta’ hhasseveral forms, oneof which
is, “ Sub’hanaka Allahummawa
Bi’hamdika, wa Tabaraka | smuka,
wa Ta'alaJadduka, wa La Ilaha
Ghayruk,” whichmeans, “ All the
praisesaredueto You, O Allah, and
alsothethanks. GlorifiedbeY our
Name, exalted be’ Y our Eminence, and
thereisno deity worthy of worship
except You.” [SahihAl-KaimAt-

Tayyib.

The Sunan of the prayer also

includesaying Aminandreciting ashort
Surahin each of thefirst two Rak’ ahs of
every prayer. After saying Rabbanawa
lakaAl-"Hamd, whichisanobligation,
oneisencouragedto say, “Mil-aaAs-
Samawati wa Mil-aa Al-Ardh, wa Mil-
aa ma Shi’tamin Shay-in Ba'du,”
whichmeans, “ That whichfillsthe
heavens, theearth, andwhat Y ouwill
beyondthat.”

Muslimsareal so encouragedto
recite, “Rabbi Ighfir Li” morethanthe
required onetimebetweenthetwo
Sujoods, and alsoto say what the
Prophet usedto say, “ Allahumma
I ghfir li, war’ hamni, wah-dini,
waasbirni, wa ‘ Afini, warzughni,”

which means, “ O Allah! Forgive me,
havemercy onme, rightly guideme,
givemepatienceand grant memy
welfareand my sustenance.” [Sahih Al-
KaimAT-Tayyib].

The Sunan of the prayer al'so
includethisDu’aa’ duringthelast
Tashahhud, “Allahummainni A’ uthu
bika min * Athabi Jahannam, wa min
‘Athabi Al-Qabr, wa min Fitnati Al-
Ma’ hyawal Mamat, wa min Fitnati
Al-Masi’h Ad-Dajjal,” whichmeans,
“OAllah! | seek refugewith'Y oufrom
thetorment of Jahannam (Hellfire),
fromthetorment inthegrave, fromthe
trialsof lifeand death, and fromthetrial
of the False Messiah.” [Al-Bukhari] [
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Our Objectives

. To project aclear image of the religion of 1slam in accor-
dance with the Quran and Sunnah asunderstood by as-Salaf as-Saleh
(pious predecessors).

. Towarn Mudlimsagainst all typesof Shirk (Polytheism) and
Bidah (innovation) related to religion, and against the sacrileges,
the fabricated weak Hadith (Prophetic traditions) which mar the
beauty of Islam.

. To oppose and refute the advent tenets and ideol ogies such
asatheism, communism and sectarianism.

. To cooperate with Sunni Muslim organizations to achieve
the above objectives.

. To propagate |slam amongst non-Muslims.
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