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Translator’s Note

Praise be to Allah. We thank Him, seek His Help
and His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from
the evils within ourselves and that of our bad deeds.
He whom Allah guides, is truly guided, and whom
he Allah leaves to stray, none can guide him. I bear
witness  that there is no god but Allah and that
Muhammad is His final Prophet.

In fact, the task of translation is not an easy one.
Rather, it is a tremendous one, particularly when it
1s related to religion. So, T ask Allah to forgive my
sins and dedicate this work for His Sake.

However, T would like to draw the attention of
the readers to the following points:

a) This translation is not literal one. Rather, it is an
abridged translation,

b) The translation of the Qur’anic verses are quoted
from  Yusuf “Ali’s translation of The Holy
Qur’an.

¢c) When I see it is necessary to comment on
something I put it between square brackets: [t. ].

d) This work is a part of Ibn Kathir’s valuable work
Al-Bidayyah wan-Nihayyah.

Fmally, all praise is due to Allah, without Whose
help and guidance nothing can be accomplished.

Translator
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Preface to the First Edition

All praise is due to Allah and may peace and
blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah, his
family, his Companions, his followers and those who
disseminate his call until the Day of Judgment.

There is no doubt that the life of the Messenger
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
is an ideal example that every Muslim should adhere
to. This meaning is clear in the Glorious Qur’an
when Allah, Most High, says,
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©Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah
an excellent exampler for him who hopes
in Allah and the Final Day, and who
remembers Allah much. #

(Al-Ahzab: 21)

Therefore, Dar Al-Manarah works hard to
translate the well-reputed works that relate to the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) and his Siyrah. The book in hand 1s one
of these important works. So, we hope that this book
will promote a better understanding of Islam all over
the world.
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Also, we ask our beloved readers to read this
valuable book with attentive minds so as to get the
benefit therefrom.

The last of our supplication is: Praise be to Allah,
the Lord of the worlds.

Dar Al-Manarah Director
M. " Uthman



Preface to the Second Edition

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. And,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon Prophet
Muhammad and upon his family, his Companions,
his followers until the Day of Judgment!

In fact, it gives us great pleasure to republish this
invaluable work, the Battles of the Prophet. To me,
it 1s a sign of people’s love and esteem to our
honorable Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) that this book proved salable.

In this edition, however, we have added the
Arabic  texts of the Qur’anic verses in order to
facilitate and encourage reading the Glorious Qur’an
In its very language, Arabic.

May Allah accept this work from us and render it
totally for His Sake!

Dar Al-Manarah Director
M. " Uthman
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Introduction

Studying the battles of the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) is of great
importance. ~Ali Ibn Al-Husain (may Allah be
pleased with him) said, "We used to teach the battles
of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) equally as we used to teach the Surah of the
Glorious Qur'an."

Az-Zuhari, likewise, said, "In studying the battles
(of the Prophet) lies the knowledge of this world as
well as the Hereafter."

Muamar narrated that Az-Zuhari said, "After
the migration of the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) to Madinah, the first Qur'anic

verse revealed regarding fighting in the way of
Allah, Most High, was,

P “
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1To those against whom war is made,
permission 1s given to fight, because they
are wronged, and verily Allah is Most
Powerful for their aid. :

(Al-Hajj: 39)

Then, the first battle the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) fought was Badr on
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Friday, 17" Ramadan, 2 AH; then Banu An-Nadir;
then Uhud (3 AH); then Khaibar (6 AH); then the
conquest of Makkah (8 AH); and then Hunain (8
AH). The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) launched 11 battles in which he did not
set out with the fighters, those battles are: Al-Abwa’
(the first battle of the Prophet), Al-" Aashirah,
Ghatfan, Banu Sulaim, Al-Abwat, the first Badr, At-
Ta'if, Al-Hudaibiyyah, As-Safra', and Tabuk.

According to Al-Bukhari, Ibn Ishaqg said, "The
first battle the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) fought was the battle of Al-Abwa';
then Buwat; and then Al-'Ashira."

Al-Bukhari narrated also on the authority of Abu
Ishaqg who said, "Once, I was sitting beside Zaid Ibn
Al-Argam, he was asked, '"How many battles did the
Prophet undertake?' Zaid replied, 'Nineteen.' They
said, "In how many battles did you join him?"' He
replied, 'Seventeen.' 1 asked, 'Which of these was
the first?' He replied, 'Al-" Ashira or Al-" Ashirau."'"

Buraida narrated that he fought sixteen Dbattles
with the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him).

In his Sahih, Muslim narrated that Buraida said
that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) undertook nineteen batties and
participated in fighting in eight battles.



Moreover, Buraida said that his father narrated
that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) undertook seventeen battles and
participated in fighting in eight battles: Badr, Uhud,
Al-Ahzab, Al-Muraisi®, Qadid, Khaibar, the
conquest of Makkah, and Hunain.



The Great Battle of Badr
M8y

The Expedition of ~ Abudllah Ibn Jahsh: A Root-
Cause of the Great Battle of Badr

Ibn Ibn Ishaq narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
sent ~ Abdullah Ibn Jahsh Ibn Ri'ab Al-Asdi in the
month of Rajab on his return from the first Badr. He
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent with
him eight men from Al-Muhajreen. The names of the
eight Muhajreen were Abu Huzaifah Ibn " Utbah,
“Akashah Ibn Mihsin, ~Utbah Ibn Ghazwan, Sa“d
Ibn  Abi Waqqgas, “Amir Ibn Rabi’ah Al-Wa'ili,
Waqid, Ibn " Abdullah Ibn ~ Abd Manaf, Khalid Ibn
Al-Bakir, and Sahl Ibn Baida' Al-Fihri.

Ibn Ishaq continued saying that the Messenger of
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
wrote for Ibn Jahsh a letter and ordered him not to
look at 1t until he had journeyed for two days, to
carry out what he was ordered to do, and not to
compel any one of his companions to do so. Having
journeyed for two days, Ibn Jahsh opened the letter
which said: "When you read my letter proceed
forward until you reach Nakhlah between Makkah
and At-Ta'if so as to lie in wait there for Quraish
and find out to us their news." When he read the
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letter he said, "I'm the one who listens (the orders of
his leader) and obeys." Then he told his companions
what the letter said and declared, "He - the
Messenger of Allah - has forbidden me to force any
one of you do so; thus if anyone wishes for the
martyrdom, let him proceed forward; and he who
does not, let him go back; as for me ['m going to
carry out what the Messenger of Allah has ordered
me."

He, Subsequently, proceeded forward and so did
all his companions. He journeyed along the Hijaz
until at a mine called Bahran above Al-Furu™, Sa"d
Ibn Abi Waqgas and " Utbah Ibn Ghazwan lost the
camel which they were riding by turns, so they
stayed behind to look for it, while > Abdullah and the
rest of his companions proceeded until they reached
Nakhlah. A caravan of Quraish, in the meanwhile,
passed by them. The Quraishi men in that caravan
were  Amr Ibn Al-Hadrami, ~Uthman Ibn
“Abdullah Ibn Al-Mughirah Al-Makhzumi and his
brother Naufal, and Al-Hakam Ibn Kaisan, freedman
of Hisham Ibn Al-Mughirah.

When the caravan saw them - Ibn Jahsh and his
companions - they were afraid of them because they
had camped near them. " Akashah, however,
appeared to them with his shaved hair, and when
they saw him they felt safe and *~ Ammar said, "They
would cause you no harm - he thought that they were
pilgrims."



On their part, they Companions took council
among themselves, for this was the last day of
Rajab, and they said, "If you leave them alone
tonight they will get into the prohibited Area and
will be safe from you; and if you kill them, you will
kill them in the prohibited Month." Consequently,
they were hesitant and feared to attack them. Then,
they encouraged each other and decided to kill as
many as they could of them and take what they had.
Waqid Ibn " Abdullah shot “Amr Ibn Al-Hadrami
with an arrow which caused the latter to die:
“Uthman Ibn “Abdullh and Al-Hakim Ibn Kisan
were captured while Naufal Ibn *~ Abdullah escaped.

“Abdullah  Ibn  Jahsh and his companions
proceeded back to Madinah with the caravan and the
two prisoners until they reached the Messenger of
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

Someone of " Abdullah's family reported that he
said to his companions, "A fifth of what we have
taken belongs to the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him).” This was before
the revelation of the Qur'anic verse that decides the
way of dividing the booty. Therefore, ~ Abdullah set
apart for the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him), a fifth of the
caravan, and divided the rest among his companions.

When the Qur'an came down with the way that
should adhered to in dividing the booty, it was in
agreement with what *~ Abdullah Ibn Jahsh had done.
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When they came to the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), he said,
"I have not commanded you to fight in the prohibited
Month.” Thereupon, he held the caravan and the two
prisoners in suspense and refused to take anything
from. When the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said this, the men
were 1n despair and thought that they were doomed.
Their Muslim brothers reproached them for what
they had done. Quraish, likewise, said that
Muhammad and his Companions have violated the
prohibitcd Month, shed blood therein, taken booty,
and captured men. Muslims, who were in Makkah,
defended them, saying, "They had done it in the
month of Sha ban." The Jews turned this raid into
an omen against the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) by saying that > Amr
Ibn Al-Hadrami whom Wagqid Ibn * Abdullah had
killed meant “Amaratul-harb (war has come to life),
Al-Hadrami meant Hadararul-harb (war is present),
and Wagqid meant Waqadarul-harb (war is kindled).

Allah, Most High, turned this against them, not
for them; and when there was much talk about it,
Allah sent down to His Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) the following
Qur'anic verse,
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“They ask thee concerning fighting in
prohibited Month. Say, 'Fighting therein
Is a grave (offence). But graver is it in the
sight of Allah to prevent access to the path
of Allah, to deny Him, to prevent access
1o the sacred Mosque, and drive out its
members. Tumult and oppression is worse
than  slaughter. Nor will they cease
Jighting - you until they turn you back from
your faith if they can. ¥

(Al-Bagarah: 217)

This Qur'anic verse means that if you have killed
in the prohibited Month, they have kept you back
from the way of Allah with their unbelief in Him,
and from the sacred Mosque, and have driven you
from it when you were its people. This is a more
serious matter in the sight of Allah than the killing of
those of them whom you have slain. & Tumulr and
oppression is worse than slaughter, means that the
unbelievers used to seduce the Muslim in his religion
until they made him return to unbelief after
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believing, and that is worse in the sight of Allah than
killing. They used to persist in doing so without
repentance. Allah, Most High, says,

“«Nor will they cease fighting you until they
turn you back from your faith if they can. *

Ibn Ishaq continued saying that when the Glorious
Qur'anr came down about that and Allah relieved the
Muslims of their anxiety in the matter, the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) took the caravan and the prisoners.
Quraish sent to him to redeem ~Uthman and Al-
Hakam, and the Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah  be upon him) said, "We will not let you
redeem them until our two companions come,
meaning Sa"d and " Utbah, for we fear on them on
your account. If you kill them, we will kill your two
friends.” So, when Sa”d and " Utbah turned up, the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) let them redeem them.

As for Al-Hakam, he became a good Muslim and
stayed with the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) until he was killed a
martyr at Bi'r Ma unah. " Utheman went back to
Makkah and died there as unbeliever.

Ibn Ishag added that when ~Abdullah and his
companions were relieved of their anxiety when the
Qur'an came down, they were anxious for reward
and therefore asked the Messenger of Allah (peace
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and blessings of Allah be upon him) saying, "Oh
Messenger of Allah, can we hope that it will count
as a raid for which we shall be given the reward of
the Mujahideen?" Then, Allah, Most High, revealed
the following Qur'anic verse,
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+Those  who believe and those who
suffered exiles and fought (and strove and
struggled) in the path of Allah, - they have
the hope of the Mercy of Allah: and Allah
is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful. ;
(Al-Bagarah: 218)

In this verse, Allah gave them the greatest hopes
therem.

The Occasion of the Battle

In more than one Qur'anic verse, Allah, Most
High, refers to the Battle of Badr. For example, He,
Most High, says,
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tAnd Allah had helped you at Badr, when
ye were helpless: then fear Allah: thus
may ye show your gratitude.

(Al "Imran: 123)
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“Just as thy Lord ordered thee out of thy
house in truth, even though a party among
the believers disliked it, disputing with
thee concerning the truth after it was
made manifest, as if they were being
driven to death while they see it. Behold!
Allah promised you one of the two parties,
that it should be yours: Ye wished that the
one unarmed should be yours, bur Allah
willed to establish the truth according to
His words, and to cut off the roots of the
unbelievers,;- that He might establish
Truth and  prove Falsehood false,
distasteful though it be to those in guilt.
(Al-Anfal: 5-8)

Ibn Ishaq (may Allah bestow mercy on him) said
that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah  be upon him) heard that Abu Sufyan Ibn Harb
was comung from Syria with a large caravan of
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Quraish, containing their money and merchandise,
accompanied by some thirty or forty men, of whom
were Makhramah Ibn Naoufal and “Amr Ibn Al-
“Aas.

The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) summoned the Muslims and
said,

"This is the caravan of Quraish which
contains their money. Go out to attack it;
perhaps Allah will give it as a prey.”

People answered his call; some eagerly, others
reluctantly, because they had not thought that the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) would go to war.

When he got near Al-Hijaz, Abu Sufyan was
seeking news from the riders, he went until he got
news that Muhammad has called his Companions
against him and his caravan. He took alarm at that
and hired Damdam Ibn “Amr Al-Ghifari to go to
Makkah, ordering him to call out Quraish in defense
of their property, and to tell them that Muhammad
was laying i wait for it with his Companions. So
Damdam left for Makkhah at full speed.

In this context, Al-Bukhari narrated the following
narration: -
“Abdullah Ibn Mas ud narrated from Sa d Ibn
Mu"adh that the latter was an intimate friend of
Umaiyah Ibn Khalaf and whenever Umaiyah passed
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through Madinah, he used to stay with Sa"d, and
whenever Sa”d went to Makkah, he used to stay with
Umaiyah. When Allah's Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) arrived at Madinah,
Sa~d went to perform ~Umrah and stayed at
Umaiyah's home in Makkah. He said to Umaiyah,
“Tell me of a time when (the mosque) is empty so
that I may be able to perform Tawaf around the
Ka bah." So Umaiyah went with him about midday.
Abu Jahl met them and said, "O Abu Safwan! Who
is this man accompanying you?" He said, "He is
Sa d." Abu Jahl addressed Sa"d, saying, "I see you
wandering about safely in Makkah in spite of the fact
that you have given shelter to the people who have
changed therr religion (i.e., became Muslims) and
have claimed that you will help them and support
them. By Allah, if you were not in the company of
Abu Safwan, you would not be able to go your
family safely." Sa"d, raising his voice, said to him,
"By Allah, if you should stop me from doing this
(t.e., performing Tawaf) 1 would certainly prevent
you from something which is more valuable for you,
that 1s, your passage through Madinah." On this,
Umaiyah said to him, "O Sa*d do not raise your
voice before Abu-1-Hakam, the chief of the people of
the valley (of Makkah)." Sad said, "O Umaiyah,
stop that! By Allah, I have heard Allah's Messenger
predicting that the Muslims will kill you." Umaiyah
asked, "In Makkah?" Sa*d said, "I do not know."
Umaiyah was greatly scared by that news.
13



When Umaiyah returned to his family, he said to
his wife, "O Umm Safwan! Don't you know what
Sa'd told me?” She said, "What has he told you?"
He replied, "He claims that Muhammad has
mformed them (i.e., Companions) that they will kill
me. [ asked him, 'In Makkah?' He replied, ‘I do not
know.” Then Umaiyah added, "By Allah, T will
never go out of Makkah." But when the day of (the
Ghazwah  of) Badr came, Abu Jahl called the people
to war, saying, "Go and protect your caravan." But
Umaiyah disliked to go out (of Makkah). Abu Jahl
came to him and said, "O Abu Safwan! If the people
sece you staying behind though you are the chief of
the people of the valley, then they will remain
behind wrth you." Abu Jahl kept on urging him to go
until he (i.e., Umaiyah) said, "As you have forced
me to change my mind, by Allah, T will buy the best
camel in Makkah. Then Umaiyah said (to his wife),
"O Umm Safwan, prepare what I need (for the
journey)." She said to him, "O Abu Safwan! Have
you forgotten what your Yathribi brother told you?"
He said, "No, but I do not want to go with them but
for a short distance." So when Umaiyah went out, he
used to tie his camel wherever he camped. He kept
on doing that until Allah caused him to be killed at
Badr."

On reaching Quraish, Damdam cried out, "O
Quraish, the transport camels, the transport camels!
Muhammad and his Companions are lying in wait
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