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A non-Muslim entering the Masjid
The seventh question of Fatwa no. 2922:
0: What is the ruling on the entry of non-Muslims into Masjids?

A: It is forbidden for Muslims to allow a non-Muslim to enter the Sacred Mosgue of Makkah and the
areas around it. Allah says,« O you who believe {in Allah's Oneness and in His Messenger Muhammad

peace be upon hirm)! Yerily, the MushrikOn (polytheists, pagans, idolaters, disbelievers in the Oneness
of allah, and in the Message of Muhammad peace be upon him) are Majasun {mpure). So let them
not come near Al-Masjid al-Haram (at Makkah) after this vear Mith regard to other Masjids, some

Fugaha' {Muslim jurists) said that it is permissible, because there is nothing 1o indicate that it is not
allowed. However, others expanding the ruling of prohibiting non-Muslims to enter the Sacred
Mosque o ather Masjids maintain that it is not permissible far a non-rMuslim to enter any Masjid.

However, the correct view is that it is permissible, if it serves a legally considered interest or need
such as o hear something that may invite him o enter Islam, a need fo drink water from the Masjid,
or the like. Thiz is because the Prophet {peace be upon him) tied up Thumamah ibn Athal Al-Hanafy
in the mosque before he became Muslim. He also allowed the delegations of Thagif and the
delegation of Christians of Najran to stay in the Masjid before they became Muslim. There were many
benefits offered by doing this: they could hear the speeches and sermons of the Prophet {peace be
upon him)y, see people offering Salah and reciting Qur'an, and other benefits obtained by visiting the
Masjid.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and
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