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Raising Hands in 5alah
The first question of Fatwa no. {2736):

0 1: Did the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him} raise his hands at the beginning of
Salah (Prayer), in Ruku’ (bowing), standing up from Ruku’, and standing up from the
second Rak "ah (unit of Prayer) to offer the third Rak “ah? Did he place his right hand on
his left hand? Is this a Sunnah {supererogatory act of worship following the example of
the Prophet) of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)? Is there a confirmed
authentic Hadith about leaving one's hands down at one's side? Please advise, so that
we may adhere to the true Sunnah.

A: Raising hands in Salah in the positions mentioned in the question is a Sunnah of the Prophet
(peace be upon him). It was authentically reported from “aAbdullab ibn "Umar (may Allah be pleased
with him) that he said,« [ saw that whenever the Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him} began

Salah, he used to raise both his hands up o the shoulders. He used to do the same on pronouncing
Takbir {saying: "allahu akbar [Allah is the Greatest]™) for Ruku ™ and on raising his head from it, when
he used to say, “Sami a-llahu liman hamidakh® {allah listens o those who praise Him), However, he
did not do so (i.e. raising his hands) in Sujud {prostration). In another narration,« The Messenger of

Allah {peace be upon hirm)
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used to raise his hands up to the shoulders when beginning Salah." Both Hadiths were narrated by
Al-Bukhari, Muslim, and Abu Dawud. It was also authentically reported thatd whenever Ibn "Umar

(may Allah be pleazed with him) began Salah, he used to pronounce Takbir and raise his hands. Ibhn
‘Umar atiributed this 1o the Prophet {peace be upon him). JNarrated by Al-Bukhari and al-MNasa'i. This

was also authentically reported in the Hadith narrated by Abu Hamid Al-5a "idy from the Prophet
{peace be upon him). =" As for placing the right hand on the left hand, it is one of the Sunan of Salah

as well.It was narrated by Ahmad and Al-Bukhari, from Abu Hazim, from Sahl ibn Sa d {may Allah be
pleased with him) that he said, People were asked to place their right hands on their left hands in

Salah. Abu Hazim said, "As far as I know, this is atfributed to the Messenger of Allah {peace be upon
hirmy. "

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and
Cormpanions!
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