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The first question of Fatwa no. 9414:

0 1: As we were in the second Rak ah {unit of Prayer) of "Asr (Afternoon) Prayer in
congregation, the Imam stood up after Sujud {Prostration) forgetting to sit for the first
Tashahhud (sitting to invoke Allah's peace upon the Prophet). He began the third
Rak "ah. Some people reminded him saying: Subhan-ul-Allah {Glory be to Allah), but he
continued his Salah. Before uttering Taslim {salutation of peace ending the Prayer) in the
last Tashahhud, he offered Sujud-ul-5ahw {Prostration of Forgetfulness). After finishing
the Salah, he said that the first Tashahhud is an act of Sunnah, and not a Rukn
{integral/pillar). As such, there is no need to offer Sujud-ul-Sahw, if a person forgot it.
What is the ruling in this case?

A: The first Tashahbud in the Salah is one of the obligatory parts of it, according 1o the more correct
of the two scholarly views, because the Prophet (peace be upon him) used to do it and said:« Pray as

you have seen me praying. If he amitted it by mistake, he should prostrate due to his forgetting it. If

he amitted it deliberately, then his prayer is invalid. A person who amits it by mistake can make up
for it by doing the prostration of forgetfulness before Taslim, whether the person was the Imam or
Ma'mum, Furthermore, what the Imam did was right, because when the Prophet {peace be upan
him) forgot to sit for the first Tashahhud, he offered Sujud-ul-Sahw (Prostration of Forgetfulness)
according to the Hadith narrated on the authority of “Abdullah ibn Buhaynah {may Allah be pleased
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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