The prayer of a Ma'mum in front of the Imam
The first question of Fatwa no. 5936

0 1: Is it permissible for the Imam to stand behind the Ma'mums (people being led by an
Imam in Prayer)?

A: The Imam should stand in front of the Ma'mums, If they
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stand in front of him, their Salah is considered invalid accarding to the saying of the Prophet (peace
be upon him),« The Imam is appointed only o be followed. JAlso because the authentically reported

narrations indicate that the Prophet {peace be upon him) used o stand in front of the Ma'mums. This
is the view of Abu Hanifah, Al-Shafi 'y, and Ahmad. Ibn "Abdul-Bar reported that Imam Malik
considered it undesirable for a Ma'mum to stand in front of the Imam, however it he does so, he does
not have to repeat Salah. It is reported that Imam Malik said that if a Ma'mum perfarms Salah in
front of the Imam with no excuse, he should repeat the Salah. But the soundest view is that of the
majority of schalars which states that the Salah of a person in front of his Imam is invalid. The
Prophet {peace be upon him) said,« Pray as you have seen me praying. )

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and
Companions!
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