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The Second Question of Fatwa no. 6275

02: Is it permissible for a traveler to perform Salah (Prayer) on board a plane or on a
ship at sea? What should they do if they cannot find any water for Wudu' {ablution) or
earth for Tayammum {dry ablution), and they do not know when the time for the Salah is
due or the direction of the Qiblah {direction faced for Prayer towards the Ka bah), is it
permissible for them to perform Salah? How should it be performed and in which direction
should they face?

A When it is time for a Salah on a plane or a ship, it is obligatory on the Muslims on board to
perform the Salah according 1o their conditions and abilities. If water is available, it must be used to
perform the ritual purification, but if there is none available or it is available but they are unable to
use it, they may perform Tayammum if they can find earth and samething similar. If they cannot find
any water, earth, or anything that can take the place of earth, the obligation is removed and they may
perform Salah as they are. Allah {may He be Exalted) says:¢ So keep yvour duty 1o All3h and fear Him

as much as you can (They should face the Qiblah and turn with the plane wherever it goes during the

obligatory Salah, as much as they can. As for the Mafilah {supererogatory) Salahs, they can be
performed in the direction that the plane iz fraveling, because the Prophet {peace be upon him) used
to offer Nafilah Salah on his camel wherever it was facing. It is authenticity reported on the authority
of Anas that it is permissible o face the Qiblah at the beginning of a Salah when offering a Mafilah
Salah on a journey.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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