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Istikharah and Prayer for Need
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Fatwa no. 4193

0: I have heard much talk about Prayer for Need and Istikharah {Prayer for Guidance).
How does a person perform these two kinds of Salah? Should they recite certain Surahs
or Ayahs (verses) of the Qur'an in every Rak " ah (unit of prayer)? What are the reported
invocations recited in these two kinds of 5alah?

A: The manner of performing Istikharah Salah was mentioned in the Hadith of the Prophet {peace be
upan him) that was reparted byal-Bukhari, Abu Dawud, AFTirmidhy, Al-Masa'y, and Ibn Majah on the
authority of Jabir ibn “Abdullah {may allah be pleased with him). He said,« Allah's Messenger (peace

be upon him) used to teach us the Istikharah for each and every matter as he used to teach us the
Surahs from the Qur'an. He used to say, 'If any of vou intends to do something, he should offer a
Salah of two Rak "ahs other than the obligatory Salah, and then say: Allahumma inni astakhiruka bi
“ilmika, Wa astagdiruka bi-qudratika, Wa as'aluka min fadlika al- "azim Fa-innaka tagdiru Wala
agdiru, Wa ta lamu Wala a lamu, Wa anta “allamu Fghuyub, Allahumma, in kunta ta “lam anna
hadha-l-amra Khairun li fi dini wa ma  ashi wa "aqgibati amri {or “ajili amri wa'ajiliniy Fagdirbu i wa
yvas-sirbu |i thumma barik li Fihi, Wa in kunta ta " lamu anna hadha-lamra shar-run i fi dini wa
ma “ashi wa aqgibati amri or "ajili amri wa'ajiliniy Fasrithu “anni was-rifni “anhu, \Wagdir i al-khaira
haithu kana Thumma irdini bihi. (O Allak! T ask guidance from Your knowledge, and Power from Your
Might and I ask for Your great blessings. vou are capable and I am not. You know and 1 do not and
You know the unseen. O Allah! If You know that this matter is good for my religion and my
subsistence and in my Hereafter - {or said: If it is better far my present and later needs), then You
ordain it for me and make it easy for me o get, and then bless me with it. And if You know that this
matter is harmful to me in my religion and subsistence and in the Hereafter - {or said: If it is worse
far my present and later needs), then keep it away from me and keep me away from it. And ordain
far me whatever is good for me, and make me satisfied with it). The Prophet (peace be upon him}
added that then the person should name his need.” »
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Cne should begin his recitation in this Salah by Al-Fatihah and then a Surah or part of a Surah of the
Jur'an,

As for what is called need Salah, it was reported in a Hadith Munkar {rejected Hadith reported by a
weak narrator whose narration conflicts with an authentic Hadith) and weak ones. Therefore, these
Hadiths can not be used as evidence and we can not establish acts of worship upon weak Hadiths.




May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and
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