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Salah Al-Qada' Al-"Umry

Fatwa no. (2438):

0: First, some Imams {leaders of congregational Prayer) offer five Salahs (Prayers) in
Ramadan
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after the last Jumu’ah (Friday) Prayer, with an Adhan (call to Prayer) and Igamah (call
to start the Prayer) for each. They call it Salah Al-Qada' Al-"Umry (making up for Prayer
once in a lifetime). The common people perform it, as its name denotes, to make up for all
the missed Salahs in one's entire life; The Imams offer it to compensate for the imperfect
parts of their Salahs, and they blame everyone who does not offer it. Is it permissible to
offer this Salah in Ramadan after the last Jumu™ah Prayer? Has it any legal foundation in
the Shari ah?

Second, is it better to offer two Rak “ahs at home or to offer Salah Al-Qada' Al-"Umry at
the Masjid?

A: First, Salah is a form of “Tbadah (warship), so the basic rule on it is Tawqgif {a religious text and
not personal apinion) and the manner of compensating for it is clarified in Islamic rulings which can
be derived only fram the Qur'an, the Sunnah, and the Ijma ™ {consensus of scholars) based on one or
both of them. It was neither reparted from the Prophet {peace be upon him}, nar from his Sahabah
(Companions, may Allah be pleazed with therm), or the Imams of guidance {may Allah be merciful
with them) that they offered this Salah or urged people to do it. If it had been authentically
established, the Sahabah ({may Allah be pleased with therm) would have known it and fransmitted it to
us and the Imams of guidance would have informed us about it. However, this was never reported
from any of them, whether by sayings or actions, which indicates that it is a Bid "ah {rejected
innovation in religion) which is not permitted by Allah, It is authentically reported that the Prophet
(peace be upon khim) stated,
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Whoever introduces something into this affair of ours that is not of it, it is to be rejected. He

(peace be upon him) only informed us that if 2 person misses a Salah due to sleep or forgetfulness,
they must offer it immediately when they awaken or when they remember it, not in the last Friday of
Ramadan.

Second, as for offering a Mafilah {supererogatory) Salah at home, it is better than offering it in the
Masjid, as the Prophet {peace be upon him) stated, ¢ The best Salah offered by a man is that offered

at home, except obligatory Salah. rAgreed upon by Al-Bukhari and MMuslim.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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