Women offering the Funeral Prayer
The ninth question of Fatwa no. 1752
09: Is it permissible for women to participate with the men in the Funeral Prayer?

A The basic principle regarding the acts of ‘lbadah {(worship) that are prescribed by Allah in His Book
or that were explained by the Messenger of Allah {peace be upan him) in his Sunnah (whatever is
reported fram the Prophet), is that they are general for both men and wamen, unless there is
evidence that makes them specific to either men or women. The Funeral Prayer is one of the acts of
‘Ibadah that was prescribed by Allah {may He be Exalted) and His Messenger (peace be upon him) in
general, therefore both men and women may perform it, except that

{ Part WNo : 8, Page No: 416)

it iz usually men that attend, as the women usually stay in their homes. So if it happens that there is
a funeral and there are anly women present, they should perfarm the Salah {Praver) for the
deceased and fulfill their obligation towards her. It is authentically reported that “aishah {may allah be
pleased with her) ordered that Sa'd ibn Abu Waggas should be brought to her so0 she could perform
the Funeral Prayer for him and we do not know of any Sahabah {Companions of the Prophet) who
dizapproved of this. This constitutes evidence that wamen can participate with the men in the Funeral
Prayer and that they may also perform it alone in situations where this is called for, as men may also.
If women attend a Funeral Prayer with men or any other Salah, their rows should be located behind
those of the men. It iz alzo confirmed that wamen performed the Funeral Prayer for the Prophet
{peace be upon him) as the men did. Howewver, it is not permissible for them to escort the funeral
procession to the burial, as the Prophet {peace be upon hirm) prohibited this.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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